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The purpose of this webinar is to help 
you get the most out of your library



Agenda

1. What are those libraries up to?

2. What do I mean by accessibility?

3. How can my library help?



What is WLS Outreach?

23 Public Library Systems
38 Libraries

in Westchester

Almost 1 million 
residents with 
different needs



WLS VisionLabs

1. Information

2. Equipment

3. Referrals

https://seniors.westchesterlibraries.org/visionlabs/
https://seniors.westchesterlibraries.org/visionlabs/


Part 1: Checking in on the libraries

1. What are those libraries up to?

2. What do I mean by accessibility?

3. How can my library help?



Got free library cards?

● Live, work, school, or own property

● Use at any county library

● Form of ID  &  proof of address

● Renew every 3 years

● NOT required to walk in



Are the libraries open?

● Live programs

● Online & hybrid programs

● Contactless pickup



Do I have to go in person?

● Online programs

● Books, audiobooks, music, movies, 

periodicals, and more on your device



Part 2: Accessibility

1. What are those libraries up to?

2. What do I mean by accessibility?

3. How can my library help?



“…the degree to which a product, 

device, service, environment, or facility 

is usable by as many people as possible, 

including by persons with disabilities.”

Indiana University, Understanding Accessibility

https://accessibility.iu.edu/understanding-accessibility/index.html


Accessibility: the broad view

● We all depend on accessibility

● No fine line between ability and disability

● In person, online, and beyond



Assistive Technology

● Specialized equipment

● Software

● Your computers, tablets, and phones



Some helpful websites

Hadley - workshops and podcasts for adjusting to 
vision loss

Emily Ladau’s publications on living with disability

https://hadley.edu/
https://emilyladau.com/published-writing/


Local service organizations

Westchester Disabled on the Move

Westchester Institute for Human Development

VISIONS Services for the Blind

https://wdom.org/
https://www.wihd.org/
https://visionsvcb.org/


Part 3: Library Accessibility

1. What are those libraries up to?

2. What do I mean by accessibility?

3. How can my library help?



Talking Books and Braille Library

For patrons with visual, motor, or
cognitive impairment

Free audiobooks by mail or your device

nysl.nysed.gov/tbbl
(800) 342-3688 | tbbl@nysed.gov

http://nysl.nysed.gov/tbbl


Borrow Accessible Tech

More information on the VisionLabs website

● Digital Magnifiers

● Large print keyboards

● Tactile bumps/dots

● and more!

http://seniors.westchesterlibraries.org/visionlabs


Learn about your devices

More information on the VisionLabs website

● Built-in screen magnifiers

● Audio narration

● Accessibility settings

● General tech assistance

http://seniors.westchesterlibraries.org/visionlabs


eResources: Online Library Offerings

● Entertainment

● Education

● Research



Your Online Library - 
westchesterlibraries.org

http://www.westchesterlibraries.org
http://westchesterlibraries.org
http://westchesterlibraries.org


Your Online Library - 
westchesterlibraries.org

Some useful features:

● Entertainment

● Education and Research

● Online Catalog

● Library Account Management

http://www.westchesterlibraries.org
https://www.firstfind.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Discover-and-connect.pdf
https://www.firstfind.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/GO-20220406-ONLINE-LEARNING-RESOURCES-BROCHURE-2022-FINAL-SP.pdf


Where should you start? Your local library!

Find your nearest libraries on the WLS website

https://www.westchesterlibraries.org/about-wls/member-libraries/
http://westchesterlibraries.org/about-wls/member-libraries/
http://westchesterlibraries.org/about-wls/member-libraries/
http://westchesterlibraries.org/about-wls/member-libraries/
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