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45 South Highland Ave

Ossining, NY 10561



• I am divorced

• I am engaged to my fiancé 

• Have three children, ages 13, 15, 17

• Dad is still alive, he is in a memory 
care facility

• Two siblings, I only speak with one

• My friend, Dorothy, is my power of 
attorney and health care proxy

• My ex-husband is still the executor 
of my will

Who is Mary’s NOK?
Next of kin under New York law are, in the following order:

1. Surviving spouse

2. Children

3. Parents

4. Siblings

5. Authorized Guardian

6. Grandchildren

7. Nieces/Nephews

8. Grandparents

9. Aunts/uncles

10. Cousins



“I don’t want 
my legal next 

of kin to be 
responsible.”



❑First, Middle, Last Name 

❑Maiden last name

❑Birthday

❑Social Security

❑Place of birth

❑Marital Status

❑Father’s first, middle, last name

❑Mother’s first, middle, last name & maiden last name

❑Race

❑Ethnicity

❑Cemetery/Crematory Information

❑Highest level of education

❑Occupation and industry

❑Last employer

❑Veteran status and DD-214 form

Will they know: Vital Statistics?



Will they know?

150 + things in 48 hours



Burial – Traditional to Green and everything in between



Cremation – Services before or memorial after



What will you do with the ashes?



Veteran’s Benefits

▪ A Gravesite or Niche in any of 135 National Cemeteries

▪ Opening and Closing of the Grave or Niche

▪ Outer burial container / vault

▪ Headstone / marker

▪ Perpetual Care of the Government Grave Space

▪ Marker for non-Veteran cemetery headstone

▪ Burial Flag and Presidential Certificate at No Cost

▪ Honor Guard

▪ Free NY Death Certificates



Advance Funeral Planning Process

Creating a 
personalized 

plan

Funding your 
personalized 

plan



Creating a personalized plan: First Four Questions

Type of Disposition?

• Burial (traditional or green), entombment (above ground burial), cremation

Visitation/Viewing?

• Private viewing/ID by family (no embalming), closed casket visitation (no embalming), open casket 
visitation/viewing (yes embalming)

Funeral Service?

• Religious (clergy-led) or non-religious (celebrant or family-led)? At the funeral home, place of worship or 
graveside? 

If Burial or Entombment / If Cremation:

• If burial or entombment you will need cemetery property, if cremation - intention for cremated remains?



How do families pay for funeral services?

Family pays at 
the time of 

death

Funding your 
plan in advance

Remember: You cannot pay with a decedent’s funds!



Funding in advance with New York’s PrePlan Trust

Irrevocable 
Trust 

(Medicaid)

Revocable 
Trust

• Price-guaranteed and inflation-proof

• Qualify for Medicaid

• No lookback period

• Price-guarantee

• Transferable

• Price-guaranteed and inflation-proof

• Payment plan (up to 5 years) at no interest

• No lifestyle/ health questionnaire

• Price-guarantee

• Transferable



Everyone will work with a funeral home –
even if you’re not having any services

Find one you’re comfortable with before you need one.

• Transportation from place of death to the funeral home

• Temporary storage until the burial, cremation, or entombment is scheduled and paperwork is completed

• Contacting social security

• Collecting vital statistics, filing for death certificates, getting death certificates signed by M.D

• Printing, having NOK sign and submitting necessary burial permits and cremation authorizations 

• Scheduling cremation with crematory or opening of grave with cemetery

• Transporting you to the crematory/cemetery

• Supervising and care for the deceased from place of death to final disposition
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